(Draft for your EITC Supporters to Legislators)

June (insert date), 2014
Honorable Joseph P. “Smith”
Pennsylvania Senate (or)
Pennsylvania House of Representatives

(insert address here)
Harrisburg, PA  17120
Dear Senator/Representative “Smith”,

I have recently learned that, during the on-going state budget discussions, serious consideration is being given to cutting a number of tax credit programs, most specifically the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program. We here have been pleased to encourage local businesses to participate in the EITC program and specifically to fund Educational Improvement Organizations (EIOs) like our local Manheim Central Foundation for Educational Enrichment (MCFEE).
We are aware that, since its birth in 1999, the EITC program has received broad bi-partisan support year after year as it provides outstanding educational programs that, in the main, would be unavailable to Pennsylvania students otherwise. Now, millions of students each year benefit from the programming offered by hundreds of outstanding organizations that make dollars go much further than they otherwise might in delivering quality educational programming at all levels.

Senator/Representative “Smith”, the EIO programs we support, including MCFEE, depend heavily on the gifts provided them through the tax credits received through the EITC program. Any elimination and/or reduction of those credits and that funding would be devastating to their mission, which we support strongly, and to all of the children that we strive to serve together.

The EITC program, through its outstanding EIOs, has been providing wonderful educational opportunities for hundreds of thousands of students since its inception. It has also given fellow business owners the opportunity to fund those organizations whose missions we feel particularly strongly about and therefore support with our giving dollars. Locally, MCFEE counts heavily on EITC support to substantially increase the support it provides through teacher grants to increase the level of educational and cultural opportunities reaching thousands of students each year.  Please continue to support the EITC program.  It is absolutely critical in preparing the future leaders of Pennsylvania and of the nation and truly is an investment in all of our futures.
Sincerely,

(your name)
(your title)
